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suaded as I am, Sir, that you are very solicitous about what
passes here. The fatigne I undergo day and night, in con-
sequence of the public and private councils, that I hold with
the Indians, preventing me from rendering you a detailed ac-
count of all the circumstances, Mr. De Vincennes has prom-
ised to forget nothing, which has passed, in order to commu-
nicate it fully to you.

The destruction of two Mascoutin and Ottagamie villages,
is one of the principal reasons which induces me to send this
express canoe. It s God who has suffered these two audacious
nations to perish. They had received many presents, and some
belts, from the English, to destroy the post of Fort Pontchar-
train, and then to cut our throats and those of our allies, par-
ticularly the Hurons and Ottawas, residing upon the Detroit
River; and after that, these wretches intended to settle among
the English and devote themselves to their service. It is said,
that the band of Oninetonam, and that of Mucatemangona,
have been received among the Iroquois, and have established a
village upon their lands. This information has been brought
by three canoes of Outagamis, who have been defeated by the
Chippeways within four leagues of the post. I am under
some apprehension for the safety of Mr. Delaforet [La
Forest], because, being no doubt upon his march to this place,
he may fall in with some of those hostile bands, who have
joined themselves to the Iroquois.

The band of the great chief Lamima, and that of the great
chief Pemoussa, came early in the spring and encamped, in
spite of my opposition, at about fifty paces from my fort, never
willing to listen to me, speaking always with much insolence,
and calling themselves the owners of all this country. It was
necessary for me to be very mild, having, as you know, Sir, but
thirty Frenchmen with me, and wishing to retain eight Mi-
amis, who were with Mr. De Vincennes, and also to sow our
grain and pasture our cattle: and besides the Ottawas and
Hurons had not come in from their winter hunt. I was thus
exposed every day to a thousand insults. The fowls, pigeons,
and other animals belonging to the French, were killed without
their being able to say a word, and, for myself, I was in no con-
dition to openly declare my intentions.



